rheumatoid arthritis in the south-eastern division, the latter especially in females.
Dr. Glover then discussed the question of dental sepsis and gave diagrams illustrating the findings on this point with regard to both sexes. The following table showed the percentage of patients above the age of 25 with good teeth, and clean mouths, with the four diseases, compared with control series, patients suffering from diseases other than rheumatism. Referring to malum coxae senilis, Dr. Glover called attention to the much greater incidence that this disease had upon the left rather than upon the right hip. (Bournemnouth) regretted that no speaker, so far in the discussion. had mentioned treatment of these conditions by continuous counter-irritation. He had now been carrying this out twenty-two years, and he regarded it as the most efficacious form of treatment yet known. Dr. P. W. Latham had first called his attention to it; he (Dr. Latham) showed three cases he had successfully treated at Addenbrooke's Hospital. One method, introduced by Dr. W. B. Rule, consisted in multiple acupuncture, followed by the application of croton oil, cantharides and almond oil. He showed on the screen photographs of several cases in which he carried out the treatment. Case L-The disease in this case had not been diagnosed when he saw it; he (Dr. Midelton) provisionally diagnosed pneumococcal arthritis. Patient had been using rigid support, and had been moping at home, very much depressed. After this treatment she was able to discard the support, and join in social intercourse with other people. Case II.-The patient was supposed to have only two months to live, owing to heart disease. After the application of acupuncture and continuous counter-irritation, he was able to make a meal of steak and onions and to walk five miles.
Case III.-Patient had suffered from traumatic arthritis, the result of a strained ankle sustained forty years previously. The toes were chronically inflamed and quite rigid; but within six weeks of the commencement of the treatment the toes became movable, the ankle well-defined, the muscles strong, and the feet useful.
Case IV.-A trained nurse, who had sprained her ankle thirty years before he (Dr.
Midelton) saw her. She had arthritis, with rigid toes, but within six weeks of receiving the treatment she had a useful foot. Case V.-The patient had suffered from lupus erythematosus complicating arthritis, but her condition had greatly improved after blistering of the spine.
Case VI.-Enormous swelling of wrists. Patient had suffered from generalized arthritis with generalized wasting of muscles. Almost helpless when first seen but under treatment by the multiple acupuncture method he had improved so much that he could walk about unaided, the muscles had increased in size and strength, and from being very depressed he became cheerful. His illness had lasted many years, and no previous treatment had benefited him materially.
Case VII.-Photograph of a patient suffering from Still's disease, for which many forms of treatment had been tried without benefit. Two months from the time of beginning continuous counter-irritation her hair had grown thickly; her wrists had decreased in size sufficiently to enable her to feed herself, and her mental state had also improved. Ten months later her medical attendant (Dr. Rees, of Swanage) reported arrest of the disease.
Case VIII.-That of a trained nurse who had suffered many years from arthritis before coming under his (Dr. Midelton's) care. She had been extensively treated by other doctors. He (Dr. Midelton) treated her by means of blisters applied in the region of the lumbar and cervical enlargements of the spinal cord, the raw surface being kept open for fourteen days. The blistering was carried out in two stages. First the cervical application, then a rest for seven days, followed by the lumbar application. She had gone through this course several times at intervals between of from three to six months, and also from time to time she had been treated by means of the acupuncture method, &c. She had made such a good recovery that some years later when examined in London by Dr. Batty Shaw and other physicians the idea of her having had serious arthritis was ridiculed.
The blistering method was first described by Dr. J. K. Mitchell, the father of Weir Mitchell, one hundred years ago, and Dr. P. W. Latham revived it. In none of these cases was any other treatment worth mentioning employed.
Dr. G. L. KERR PRINGLE (Harrogate) said he disliked the term " rheumatoid arthritis " which was apt to be used as a "scrapheap" for undiagnosed articular affections: and further, patients regarded it as an incurable disease.
He thought that four different types were included under the heading: (1) infective; (2) chronic fibrous rheumatism, or periarticular arthritis, a condition recognized by Jaccoud; a type which followed on some cases of acute and subacute rheumatism, gonorrhaeal rheumatism, and was very frequently associated with intestinal toxaemia and sepsis; (3) an atrophic type occurring in only about 6 per cent. of cases coming under this heading, associated with nerve irritation, peripheral and central neural involvement, such as anomalies of sweat secretion, glossiness and ulceration of skin and nails; (4) a villous form attacking the larger joints in middle life, frequently associated with septic foci, static injuries and endocrine changes. This variety might sometimes lead to the osteo-arthritic variety. In all these forms of arthritis it was advisable to cut down the carbohydrate intake, substituting for this fresh fruit, green vegetables and red meat.
Dr. LYDIARD WILSON drew attention to a form of thermal treatment for arthritis, muscular rheumatism, gout and neuritis, which was quite new to London. It had previously been used only in Bath; it had been devised by Dr. Percy Wilde, who had
